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PREFACE 


The 1974 Act creating the State Commission on Local Government pro- 
vides: "The Commission shall make a detailed and thorough study of 
local government structure, powers, services, finance and state- 
local relations. The Commission shall prepare a revised code of 
local government law based on its studies and may make other recom- 
mendations for the improvement of local government." 


To ensure a thorough study of local government finances the 
Commission has directed the Staff to conduct a study of local 
government finances, to prepare a revised code of laws regulating 
local government finance and finance administration that will be 
consistent with accepted and prudent principles of governmental 
accounting and to recommend supplemental sources of revenue for 
local governments. 


In the course of this study, the Staff will be issuing reports 
dealing with the many facets of local government finance. The 
subjects for these reports will include the compilation and analysis 
of local government finance data, the collection and examination of 
present state statutes, the possible application of various alterna- 
tive methods of supplementing the property tax with other revenue 
sources and other subjects dealing with local government finance 

and finance administration. 


The reports are designed not only to provide the Staff's findings 
concerning the present status of local government finance in Montana, 
but also to provide local governments, the State executive and 
legislative branches and the public in general, an opportunity to 
review and comment on the direction of the Staff's work. 


This report is intended to profile the diversity of Montana local 
governments. The information on population, population trends, 
local government employees, total expenditures and property taxes, 
demonstrates the great variations in size and complexity of our 
communities and counties and the governments that serve them. We 
hope that this data will help Montanans understand the diversity 
of their local governments. 


The information contained in this report was collected, tabulated 
and prepared for publication by Mary Lee Williams, Statistical 
Clerk on the fiscal study staff. 


Every attempt has been made to use the most reliable data available, 
but the user must be cautioned that while the data is useful for 
comparative study of local governments in Montana it is not entirely 
uniform or accurate. The current reporting systems for local 
government finances are not entirely satisfactory and population 
information on urban areas and population projections and estimates 
are statistical estimates subject to error. 


Within these caveats the user should find the information useful. 


Information is presented on all counties and on all communities 
of over 50 population within each county. The first column on 
classification indicates incorporated and unincorporated cities 
and towns and the class of the county. 


Tables are presented on the following subjects. The source of the 
data is indicated in the notes following the preface which are 
keyed to the charts. 


Class of County or Municipality? 

1970 Populationb 

Percent Population + or -, 1960-1970 

1974 Population Estimates© 

Percent Population + or -, 1970-1974 

Urban Area Population, 1970 

Percent Urban, 1970 

Urban Area Population, 19854 

Percent Population + or -, Urban Area, 1970-1985 
1985 Population Projectione 

Percent Population + or -, 1970-1985 

Number of Employeesf 

Expenditures, Fiscal Year 19749 

Per Capita Expenditures, Fiscal Year 1974 
Property Taxes, Fiscal Year 19749 

Per Capita Property Taxes, Fiscal Year 1974 
Actual Tax Rates 


In summary, the profiles show that the 1970 state population of 
694,409 is currently estimated to have grown to 733,700 and is 
projected to grow to 766,133 by 1985. Of the 694,409 people in 
1970, 71%, or 494,900, lived in 44 urban areas over 2,000 population 
and it is estimated that this urban area population will grow 32% 

by 1985 to 652,000, while the total state population growth will 
only be 10.33%. 


The data indicates that there are 8,009 city, town and county 
employees; that total local government expenditures in Fiscal 
Year 1974, were $149,025,569. or $2.15 per capita; and that 
local city, town and county property tax collections were 
$74,446,386. or $1.07 per capita. 


STEPHEN TURKIEWICZ 
FINANCE PROJECT COORDINATOR 
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NOTES 


(Some figures may not add due to rounding) 


For counties: 1-7 indicates class of county for Fiscal Year 1974. 


For cities and towns: 


1970 U. S. Census for counties and incorporated cities and towns. 


1 
2 
3 
~ 
> 


II 


= unincorporated town, over 50 povulation 


first class city 
second class city 
third class city 
incorporated town 


Department of Highway and Rand McNally Estimates for unincorpor- 


ated towns. 


1974 U. S. Census Estimate, 


available only for counties. 


Estimate of Total Urban population within and surrounding 
incorporated cities over 2,000 by Upper Midwest Council in 


Recent Trends/Future Prospects: A Look at Upper Midwest 


Population Changes. 


(Minneapolis: 


The. Councal, 1973):. 


1985 Population projection by Information Systems Bureau 
of Department of Community Affairs, available only for 


counties. 


Number of full time employees from 1972 Census of 
Governments, Montana Public Employees System and Montana 
League of Cities and Towns Questionnaire. 


Expenditures and Property Taxes collected from city, town and 
county clerks annual financial revorts to the Department of 


Community Affairs. 


The Actual Tax Rates are calculated by dividing the vroperty 
tax receipts by the taxable valuation, as corrected, to reflect 


true market value. 
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